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HURRICANE HARVEY AND OUR RESPONSE 

We are not collecting  any supplies or other 

items at the Association Office and the          

Association is not sending out any teams. 

Disaster volunteers have been notified by the 

state DR office to be on standby. 

Specific details of the current status and further 

information is on the following pages. 
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Hurricane Harvey Situation Report 8/30/17 
From SC Baptist Disaster Relief 

Donations: 

The logistics of transporting collected goods from this far away are quite daunting. 

Please encourage churches to donate financially, rather than collecting goods.    

Rationale: 

Unless they can get in touch with someone at a site in TX that is receiving &   
distributing donated goods, find out first-hand what they need, and then       
arrange for transport/delivery, churches should not collect donated goods. 

On their end in TX, a church/shelter will have to have personnel to receive,      
unload, sort, and distribute items ï not a small task, and your shipment will 
not be the only one they have to deal with ï it can get overwhelming very 
quickly for them. 

It is early ï as time passes there may be some tangible items that are requested by 

Texas Baptists, and we will get the word out if/when we hear of any requests. 

Monetary donations can be sent (or made online) to SCBC for Harvey Relief. 

 

Activity: 

Except for a limited number of Disaster Relief (DR) units from the Texas         
conventions, DR is in a óholdingô pattern until the rain stops and the water    
recedes.  Why? Many areas are completely inaccessible due to roads and 
bridges being flooded, or access is limited to military and first responders only.  

South Carolina DR is preparing to respond. Texas has asked for child care teams 
immediately, and feeding teams when shelters are better-established and  are 
accessible. Mud-out units will be needed later, when waters recede. 

The two Texas conventions have limited DR operations scattered over the        
area.  These include shower/laundry units, two feeding units, a very few      
recovery units (chainsaw & mudout), and a childcare unit to support the mega
-shelter in Dallas. Plans are being made to send feeding units to the Houston 
mega-shelter if it materializes. 

Other national partners (i.e. Samaritanôs Purse & others) are in Texas but not 
functioning - they are sitting and waiting. Most are staged well away from    
affected areas; some that moved into an affected area too soon became 
stranded and caused additional problems for authorities because of safety 
concerns. 

Military (primarily the National Guard) are controlling all access points and will 
allow entry when appropriate.  Entire areas are cut off and inaccessible for at 
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The question is often asked, ñWhat resources does the Association have available to assist our 

church in ministering to our community.ò  Answer: ñThere are a number of ways, but we have 

probably not communicated the information as well as we should.ò  Well, ñThe times they are 

aôchanginôò. NOW if you click on the ôResourcesô  tab on the Association web site or on the slide 

that appears on the first page you will be directed to pages that will either list  resources or redi-

rect you to the information you seek.  We hope and pray that many will avail themselves of this 

opportunity. 

least another week. 
Whenever things open up, the plan is to ask assisting conventions' DR       
networks to adopt a town/city/area as weôve done in previous large disas-
ters (e.g. Katrina). 

Biggest Challenges: road infrastructure and inaccessibility, and little or no 
communication, water, or electricity in hardest hit areas. 

Places like Rockport, TX, are "bulldoze" locations, with virtually nothing left to 
salvage.  

This is an on-going disaster, since flooding continues in TX and will most likely 
be severe in Louisiana as well. Louisiana Baptists are holding their DR       
resources in reserve (not planning to assist TX) until the extent of damage 
in LA is determined. 
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From the Director of Leadership Development James Holliday       
jholliday@screvenbaptist.org 

 The Supreme Priority of the Church: ñGlorifying Godò 

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.      (1 Corin-

thians 10:31) God is the greatest and is supreme in the Universe. As such he deserves our best 

and highest.  He is the only one worthy of glory.  God created us to glorify Himself, and we are at 

our best only when we glorify God.  Only what is done to the glory of God will last. 

The command to glorify God in all we do forces us to examine our ministries closely.  We can   

apply this command by asking three questions about our activities in the church: 

1. Why are we doing this?  Seeking God's glory in all we do forces us to examine our motives.  If 

we are going to serve God, we must do it from the right motivation. Motives can be a cloudy area.  

Motives can be self-serving. We must pray for wisdom and be very honest and careful to examine 

ourselves to be sure we have proper and pure motives.  King David of the Old Testament set out 

to do a census of all Israel. On the surface, it appeared to glorify God but actually it glorified      

David.  It cost David and the people of Israel dearly for his impure motive.  When we consider any-

thing we do in the church from the budget, to planning for the future we must be sure that our   

motive is to glorify God.  One way we can glorify Him is by being sure we are meeting the needs 

of people and not just perpetuating a tradition. 

2. How Godly are our methods?  We must be sure that we do not do a good thing for God in a 

bad way.  In Numbers 20 when Israel needed water, God instructed Moses to speak to a rock, 

and water would be provided.  Moses grew angry with the people and hit the rock instead.  God 

still gave water, but Moses had to pay a great price.  He would not enter the promised land.  We 

must seek the leadership of the Holy Spirit and search the Word of God and be sure that what we 

do in the church is done God's way.  Sometimes God's methods surprise and worry us.  Gideon 

was told in Judges 7 to fight the enemy with only three hundred men, pitchers and torches, and 

trumpets.  An unlikely arsenal, but it worked.  Doing things Godôs way may mean being              

unconventional, or to depart from common practice.  The most important thing is to do it His way. 

3. What are we trying to achieve?  As we seek to glorify God we must examine our goals.  Our 

Goal is not to build a successful church in the world's eyes, it is to lift up God and glorify the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  In Exodus 32 Aaron lost sight of the Goal when he made the golden calf.  Why?  He 

mailto:wbusch@screvenassoc.org


 

 5 

Menôs Ministry  Meetings 

7PM 

 
 
January 16 Cordesville First Baptist 
February 20 Givhans Baptist 
March 20 Sandridge First Baptist 
April 17 Corinth Baptist 
May 15 Miles Road Baptist 
June 19 Chaparral Baptist 
  

 
July 17 FBC Jedburg 
August 21 Wassamassaw Baptist 
September 18 Salem Baptist 
October 16 Berkeley Baptist 
November 20 Memorial Baptist 
December no meeting 
  

was doing what seemed easy and expedient. When the goal is to glorify God, we will do what 

is right, not what is easy.  John wrote about a church leader named Diotrephes. (3 John 9-10)  

It seems that Diotrephes was not concerned with God's glory, he was only occupied by the 

pursuit of personal power.  His words and actions were self-centered and therefore caused 

problems in the church.  Where God is glorified, there is harmony.  Warren Wiersbe says, 

"We can have lesser goals than God's glory-and we can reach them.  But what is achieved 

will not last.  Only what is done for Christ will endure. (1Co 3:14-15)  We need a sense of the 

eternal as we establish goals- and what is done for God is eternal."   

As we plan worship services, establish budgets, teach classes, share our faith, sing, play an 

instrument, or solve problems, our motives, methods, and goals must bring glory to God 

above all else.    We must cultivate the same selfless attitude Jesus expressed in Luke 22:42, 

". . . . not my will, but yours be done."    

Volunteer Worship Leader 
Cordesville First Baptist Church, Moncks Corner, SC is seeking a Volunteer Worship 
Leader. The individual will be responsible for coordinating both Sunday Morning and 
Sunday Evening Worship services. Leading our choir and church in worship. We are a 
small traditional church located at 1913 Hwy 402, Moncks Corner, SC. We are seeking 
someone who has a heart for worship ministry and would like to volunteer their time. 
Please send resumeôs to alanbagwell@cordesvillefbc.org. 

mailto:alanbagwell@cordesvillefbc.org
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